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Presidents’ Letter

Dear Delegates,

We offer you all a warm welcome to the Model of the United Nations, CCBMUN, which this

year will celebrate its twentieth edition, extending a special welcome to the DISEC

committee. We are Daniela Ramirez and David Naranjo, both current students at the Colegio

Colombo Británico de Cali, and we will be your chairpersons for this edition. Furthermore,

we both consider ourselves determined people because it has been thanks to our

dedication, experience, knowledge, and perseverance that in a short time we have managed

to reach high standards in the MUN world.

This year we want to emphasise that we have rigorously selected topics, which, besides

being entirely in line with DISEC's agenda, are totally innovative, engaging, challenging, and

debatable. Consequently, they all have a DIRECT relationship with current issues regarding

modern weaponry and threats to peace in society; thus, having a high impact on world

peace, which leads us to growth as a society and as a species. This is why we look forward to

meeting future world peace activists and even future delegates to international summits

held by the UN.

We both expect to have a highly fluid committee with a lot of interesting debate. This is why

we invite you to research deeply about your delegation's position. In addition, we invite you

to prepare interventions in advance so that you are always one step ahead of the opposing

block. Finally, we encourage you to trust yourself and to participate as many times as

possible because your interventions are very valuable! This is also how we expect everyone

to give their best and always aspire to be better.

We want you to know that we both know the experience of living a UN model very well.

That is why we want you to know that you have our full support for everything you need. We

understand the range of emotions that can be felt during such an event, and we want you to

know that we have been there! That is why we will guide you in everything we are able to

do.

We are really excited about this project and hope to see you soon. If you have any questions,

please do not hesitate to contact us through the committee’s email address.

Best regards,

Daniela and David

DISEC Chair



Simulation Topic: The Armament of Nuclear Submarines

I. History/Context

A submarine can be defined as a vehicle, typically with a streamlined hull, which is designed

to operate completely submerged at sea for long-lasting periods. These vehicles are usually

equipped with a periscope and may be armed with torpedoes, missiles, or other weaponry.

One of the first submarines was designed by the French man, Robert Fulton who called it the

"Nautilus”. The Nautilus, in the early 19th century, was followed by the creation of several

new models of submarines, all of which shared the same drawbacks, such as mechanical

propulsion driven by human power. Before World War I, the adoption of the diesel motor as

a source of propulsion was the last significant development in submarine technology of the

first stage of submarine development.

Nearly all the 19th century's advances in submarine technology were motivated by military

goals rather than civilian ones. In this regard, Russian representatives during the First Hague

Peace Conference in 1899 suggested that all nations refrain from building submarines in

accordance with early international law governing the activities of submarines. There were

nations who were prepared to accept the measures, such as Germany and Great Britain, but

only if they were passed unanimously. However, it turned out that 10 nations voted against

it, while three, including Russia, abstained.

By the start of World War I, submarines were completely proficient in three roles: coastal

defence, naval attrition, and commercial warfare. However, in the immediate aftermath of

the war, there were two key concerns: first, the prosecution of German U-Boat crew

members and their uncontrolled submarine warfare operations; and second, the condition

of the German submarine fleet. The joint prosecution of the crew and leaders was just

successful. The issues would not be addressed in the approaching Paris Peace Conference

because the League of Nations was thought to have jurisdiction over submarine regulation,

which was outside the conference's competence. Finally, it should be emphasised that by

this time a strong perception grew that submarines posed a substantial threat to commerce

disruption and the belief that they were essentially useless in combat; consequently, Great



Britain made a strong effort to ban submarines as war vessels, which later failed.

Compared to the conflict of 1914–18, the Second World War (WWII) saw a much greater

usage of submarines. As a result, the globe witnessed an increase in the deployment of

submarine forces, which could now carry out operations independently and seize important

bases and ports exclusively through underwater means, as demonstrated by the German

invasion of Norway in 1940. Furthermore, the US Navy would advance submersible vessel

technology during the Cold War with the launch of USS Nautilus (SSN-571), the first nuclear

submarine. After this huge development, nuclear submarines quickly spread over the world,

which motivated other countries to develop nuclear submarines at the same time.

One of the most relevant events in history related to this weaponry took place in 1982 in the

Falkland Islands (Malvinas). This event was the Falklands War, an armed conflict between

Argentina and the United Kingdom. During this conflict, the UK's HMS Conqueror (S48), a

nuclear submarine used for warfare, finally attacked and sank the cruiser General Belgrano

after a lengthy period of encounter. This would be the first time a nuclear submarine has

been engaged in offensive operations. Since then, nuclear submarines have been involved in

numerous conflicts and have had notable encounters and impacts in these conflicts. As far as

conflicts have demanded, submarine watercraft technology has advanced in terms of quiet,

submerged effectiveness, conventional or nuclear propulsion, and weapons systems.

II. Current Situation

At present, nuclear submarines have progressed exponentially according to the

technological advances of the time. To understand what a nuclear submarine is today, it can

be broken down into two major groups of nuclear submarines. In the first, we find

submarines whose main source of energy is nuclear; this means, those with this technology,

contain a nuclear reactor at scale inside them which charges and produces enough electrical

power to provide energy for all the submarine's systems. Research into nuclear-powered

propulsion began around 1940 during the nuclear age, and since then, the world's powers

have produced numerous submarines with these principles. The danger posed by these



submarines arises from the possibility of a catastrophe similar to Chernobyl or Fukushima,

which could be aggravated by factors such as the location of the submarines at the time of

the disaster.

The explosion of these submarines in the depths of the oceans could cause environmental

catastrophes, as they could result in the evaporation and contamination of millions of litres

of water, noting that the reactor debris will also radiate disproportionately, causing a

tremendous impact on living beings inhabiting the surroundings. In addition, it should be

emphasised that numerous living beings would die in the vicinity of the explosion, meaning

the instant death of most, if not of all, the crew of the submarine. If a catastrophe happened

in any world port, human deaths would increase exponentially, and the area of the explosion

could become uninhabitable. In both scenarios, radiation would be the most concerning

issue that would be witnessed for a prolonged time after the event.

Nuclear submarines, contrary to what is probably thought, are not designed as nuclear

weapons; however, they can carry ballistic missiles with nuclear warheads. From here comes

the second group, which has as its principle those submarines loaded with nuclear weapons

or armaments. Most of these submarines are powered like the previous group by nuclear

energy. Already knowing the possible terrible consequences of the explosion of a submarine

without nuclear warheads, if they were to contain nuclear weapons, the consequences

would be even greater. The explosion could initially cause a high-temperature vapour bubble

with a highly radioactive core to appear due to the heat. Afterwards, the bubble would grow

rapidly, evaporating the surrounding water, and as it expands, it would create a crater,

destroying absolutely everything in its path. The bubble would reach the surface, causing a

tsunami which would sweep across coastlines all around the world. This wave would contain

radioactive material which would affect the places it passes in the short and long term,

allowing the radiation to spread in an easier way. In the event that one of these submarines

exploded off the coast of any nation, the consequences would be considerably greater,

especially taking into account that the nuclear weaponry power of one of these submarines

can be comparable, in the worst scenario, to 480 times that of the missile “Little Boy”,

launched at Hiroshima, which had a power of 15 kilotons (kt).



Accidents involving submarines are a demonstration of the risks involved in undersea

operations. There have been a number of tragedies related to submarines over the years. In

December 2006, two sailors died when the hull of the submarine USS Minneapolis-St Paul

dragged them underwater due to bad weather. Almost a week later, the submarine, USS

Newport News, collided with the large Japanese tanker Mogamigawa while both were

passing through the Strait of Hormuz. Another incident related to this armament, which can

be considered one of the most known in recent years, is the sinking of the Russian nuclear

submarine Kursk in 2000. It took place in the Barents Sea and resulted in the loss of all 118

crew members. The cause of the sinking of this submarine is attributed to an internal

explosion in the submarine. Due to the inefficient rescue of this submarine, for weeks its

nuclear reactor released toxic waste that contaminated nearby waters and marine life in the

area. In 2017, the Argentinian submarine disappeared and was only found a year later at a

depth of more than 900 metres. The most recent fatal incident of a submarine sinking was

that of the KRI Nanggala belonging to the Indonesian Navy. This submarine was allegedly

sunk by a natural phenomenon considered to be the greatest threat to subaquatic

navigation, the large underwater waves. This phenomenon occurs when large masses of

subaquatic water move violently due to changes in pressure and salinity. In the case of this

submarine, a mass of approximately two to four million litres of water hit the submarine,

causing a sudden movement against the sea floor where it would sink. This incident caused

the death of 53 crew members and is one of the most alarming incidents in the world of

modern submarines.

At present, it can be stated that submarines for military purposes are the most widely used,

surpassing those for tourism, recreation, research, and marine exploration purposes. As a

result, this has led world peace advocates to highlight the great and valuable potential that

these ships have in other uses. The cost of construction of these submarines is extremely

high; on average, the complete construction of one of these submarines costs 2.4 billion

dollars.

Countries that have nuclear submarines believe that they are tools to protect and safeguard

the sovereignty of their territories. It is evident how throughout history, these tools of

military action have played an important role in armed conflicts, an importance that still



prevails to this day. Moreover, like any other defence device, these vehicles are being used

to pacify illegal armed groups with great power, including power over the seas. Finally, it is

clear to say that total disarmament is counterproductive and can be a symbol of

vulnerability in any case, which is why many governments do not consider the idea of

disarming nuclear submarines feasible.

Nowadays, there are numerous types of nuclear submarines, but among the most powerful

we can find the following:

Typhoon Class Submarine. It is currently the largest submarine in the world. It is currently in

active service in the Russian Navy. It is powered by two ОК-650В pressurised water nuclear

reactors, two 50,714 hp steam turbines and four 3,200 KW turbogenerators, enabling it to

reach speeds of 22.2 knots on the surface and 27 knots underwater. The submarine can

accommodate RSM-52 three-stage intercontinental solid-fuel ballistic missiles with power of

100 kt warheads, in addition to 533 mm torpedo tubes and various complementary

armament. (System & Software Engineering, 2014)

Borei Class Submarine. It ranks as the second-largest submarine in the world. It is currently

in the service of the Russian Navy. It integrates a pressurised water nuclear reactor ОК-650В

and an AEU steam turbine with a propeller that reaches speeds of 15 knots on the surface

and 29 knots underwater. This type of submarine can handle 45t Bulava ballistic missiles,

533 mm torpedo tubes, RPK-2 Viyuga cruise missiles, nuclear warheads, among others.

(System & Software Engineering, 2014)

Ohio Class Submarine. It ranks as the third largest in the world. It is in active service with

the U.S. Navy. The submarine integrates an S8G pressurised water reactor, two geared

turbines, an auxiliary diesel engine with 242 KW and a seven-bladed shaft. This submarine

can reach a surface speed of 12 knots and an underwater speed of 20 knots. It can handle 24

Trident missiles with a power of 300-475 kt, in addition to Mark 48 torpedo launchers and

various armament. For this reason, it is considered one of the most nuclear-weaponry

powered submarines in the world. (System & Software Engineering, 2014)



Delta Class Submarine. It is currently the fourth-largest submarine. It is currently operated

by the Russian Navy. This submarine includes two pressurised water reactors and two steam

turbines driving two five-bladed propellers. They reach an underwater speed of 24 knots. Its

arsenal includes torpedo launchers and R-29D ballistic missiles. (System & Software

Engineering, 2014)

Vanguard Class Submarine. It is the fifth-largest submarine in the world. It is currently in the

service of the Royal Navy of the United Kingdom. It includes a pressurised water reactor

supplied by Rolls-Royce, two 20.5 MW turbines manufactured by GEC, two auxiliary

retractable propulsion engines, two turbogenerators and two diesel alternators. This

submarine can reach an underwater speed of 25 knots. The submarine is armed with 16

Trident II missiles and four 533 mm torpedo tubes, among other arsenals. (System &

Software Engineering, 2014)

In addition to the 5 most powerful models at present, it is also worth briefly mentioning the

following in the list. First, the Triomphant class submarines. Ranked as the sixth-largest

submarine in the world. Currently, in service with the French Navy. Second, the Akula class

submarines. They are in active service with the Russian and Indian Navy. Currently, ranked as

the 7th largest submarine in the world. Third, Sierra Class Submarines. They are currently in

active service of the Russian Navy. They are ranked as the eighth-largest submarines in

existence today. Fourth, Seawolf Class Submarines. They are currently in the service of the

U.S. Navy. They are currently the ninth-largest submarines on planet earth. Finally, the



Astute Class submarines. They are in the service of the Royal Navy of the United Kingdom.

They rank as the tenth-largest submarine currently in service (System & Software

Engineering, 2014). These models are only reflected on a few nuclear submarines, in

comparison to a total of 143 currently active nuclear submarines.

Figure 1: This figure is presented for the purpose of dimensioning the size of nuclear submarines.

In the image shown above you can appreciate the size of one of the nuclear submarines

currently in service, bearing in mind that although this class has large dimensions, those

previously mentioned classes contain even larger dimensions.

Figure 2: This figure is presented as an infographic which supports the text.

In the map above we can see all the countries that own submarines, where it is also

highlighted those that are nuclear submarines. This is how you can see the magnitude and

importance of these vehicles today.



It is no secret that the nation which possesses the most nuclear submarines is Russia;

however, the nation with the most nuclear power in its fleet is the United States. The most

powerful nuclear submarine model at present is in the hands of the United States. Still not

satisfied with this, among its most ambitious military projects is the creation of the

Columbia Class submarines, the most silent, advanced and powerful submarines in history.

These submarines are planned to enter service by 2030. Based on the evidence, it is clear

that the nuclear submarine boom is just beginning.

Beyond submarines and their capabilities, there are also new technologies emerging in

relation to these warships. For example, in 2018 it was reported that the Chinese Navy was

developing unmanned warfare submarines (Hambling, 2021). Technologies do not stop

advancing, and the people behind it do not plan to stop until they accomplish greater

achievements. Does humankind have more power than it can control?

Nuclear submarines will be a key part of armed conflicts in the future, as they are in the

present. A clear example of this is the current conflict between Ukraine and Russia, where

the Russian Federation has deployed nuclear submarines in the Black Sea, near to the

Ukrainian coast. These have even been used during the war to attack Ukrainian military

targets with Kalibr cruise missiles (El Cronista, 2022). However, this is only the tip of the

iceberg, as the Russian Federation has not applied its full potential in terms of nuclear

submarines and the weaponry they possess.

It is because of all this data that it has been considered vital to bring nuclear submarines to

the DISEC agenda. International treaties related to this weaponry, such as the nuclear

non-proliferation treaty, must be taken into consideration. It is expected that after the

debate, existing treaties will be modified, or new treaties will be created in relation to the

use or possible control of this weaponry.



III. Key points of the debate

● The true power of nuclear submarines.

● Consequences of possible accidents regarding nuclear submarines.

● The use of nuclear submarines in current armed conflicts.

● The emerging technologies that will enhance nuclear submarines.

● Possible regulations regarding the use and proliferation of nuclear submarines.

IV. Guiding questions

1. Does/has your nation owned nuclear submarines of any type? If so, how many, and

what role do they play in its navy? 

2. If your nation possesses nuclear submarines, what are their capabilities? Are they

charged with nuclear ballistic missiles?

3.  Has your nation been involved in the development, proliferation, or implementation

of nuclear submarines? 

4. Has your nation ever suffered from an attack that involved nuclear submarines? Or,

has your nation ever attacked other nation/s with nuclear submarines?

5. Has the delegation signed treaties related to the armament of nuclear weapons? 

6. If your nation were to consider it pertinent, what regulations could it propose

regarding nuclear submarines?

7. If your nation does not consider relevant regulations, why do you consider them to

be counterproductive?
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Topic 1: The control of UAVs used for military purposes

I. History/Context

An unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) could be defined as an aircraft that is guided

autonomously, by remote control or artificial intelligence. These aircraft are commonly

employed for military uses, where in addition to being autonomously guided, they may

contain censors, offensive armaments, target destinations, or electronic transmitters

intended to interfere or overcome enemy targets. These aircraft are more sustainable in the

air, as they save space occupied by life support systems located in aircraft that are manned.

One of the biggest benefits of the light weight of UAVs is the fact that less fuel is required to

fly for long periods of time.

The progress of UAV technology during history has been rapid, as the potential applications

for them increased. The advancement of UAVs has been significant at every step since their

inception, ranging from military to consumer use, where developments may soon allow

them to be employed commercially. The first pilotless winged military aircraft, known as the

Ruston Proctor Aerial Target, was designed in 1917 to serve as a “flying bomb”. The FX-1400,

or Fritz X, was the first drone effectively and actively utilized in the military in 1943. It was a

German military drone used to wreck ships during WWII; capable of carrying up to 2,300

pounds of explosives, it was a primitive form of today's anti-ship missiles.

Figure 1: first unmanned aerial vehicle



Unmanned aerial vehicles can perform surveillance for prolonged periods of time due to

improved sensors and enhanced flight endurance. In both peacetime and armed conflict,

most UAVs are employed for intelligence collection, surveillance, and reconnaissance. UAVs

may also carry a variety of explosive ordnance, such as bombs and missiles, and are capable

of carrying precision-guided weaponry. To harm or kill people and cause damage or

destruction in objects, ordnance often employs a mix of explosion, fragmentation,

penetration, and incendiary effects. While tiny surveillance UAVs can be managed by a single

person, bigger surveillance and armed UAVs are normally operated and controlled by a crew

that includes a pilot and a payload operator, as well as a team of signals and imaging

intelligence analysts. Human operators now activate, direct, and discharge the armaments

carried by UAVs. Many armed UAVs may be controlled by operators thousands of kilometres

away from their intended target, allowing the personnel to be physically absent from the

location where the UAV is deployed. The General Atomics MQ-9 Reaper, for example, is one

of the most hazardous UAVs, loaded with 1.5 tons of munitions.

Figure 2: This is an image of one modern drone and is presented to support the text visually.

The United States built and deployed the first completely functional unmanned aerial

combat aircraft in 2001. Drones have evolved from a technology used nearly solely for

surveillance to a method for targeted assassination of suspected terrorists since 2001. Drone

usage in both combat and non-combat areas has expanded considerably over the last two

decades; since 2009, President Obama has allowed 550 drone strikes in traditional

non-combat domains. Drone usage is viewed as a tool that reduces "collateral damage”

saves troops' lives, and is a less expensive alternative to actual combat operations by



members of the executive branch in the United States and other countries. This logic has led

to the use of US drones in the Middle East battle against ISIS. These new drones could not

only survey enormous amounts of land for intelligence and be operated from over 1,000

miles away, but they could also offer tactical support like close air support, pinpoint attacks,

and route clearance.

With these drones being employed in operations like the War on Terror, the worries about

drone warfare were highlighted by the death of an innocent man, Daraz Khan, who was

mistaken for Osama bin Laden. False identification is a concern among many critics of

modern combat technologies, and Khan's death helped to strengthen the worries that were

previously prevalent. Although drone technology was designed to save lives, particularly

those of military in peril, the threat it poses to civilian populations is clear.

II. Current Situation

More than 100 nations and non-state groups currently own drones (Marcus, 2022). Every

nation on this list uses drones for military purposes, and therefore they are charged with

advanced technologies related to espionage and weaponry. On the other hand, as previously

mentioned, there are non-state actors that own drones, where numerous non-state groups

have drones with weapons capabilities.

Since the rise of UAVs in the modern era, nations have made these vehicles an essential part

of their army. This is how they fulfil essential roles where, thanks to the fact that these

vehicles fly autonomously, the lives of military personnel are not at risk during deployments.

Currently, UAVs for military purposes are mostly employed for roles such as observation and

tactical planning. On the other hand, they have also been used for attacks on direct targets

or merely in armed confrontations between nations.

One of the most important recent examples of targeted UAV attacks was the assassination of

al-Qaeda group leader Ayman al-Zawahiri. This attack was performed by the US army and

was carried out through the deployment of two drones that would later perform precision



shots that killed him immediately. It is remarkable that there were no further victims or

civilian deaths. In addition, it is also noteworthy to mention the assassination of the director

of Iran's nuclear program, Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, was also executed by a drone which also

attacked with precision shots.

Currently, one of the biggest examples of the use of this type of weaponry is the armed

conflict between Ukraine and Russia. In fact, according to the BBC, thousands of these

drones are being used in the conflict (BBC News, 2022). They are mostly being used to

detect enemy positions, direct artillery fire and launch missiles. On the Ukrainian side,

mainly Turkish-made Bayraktar TB2 drones have been employed. These drones have similar

dimensions to a conventional aircraft of a small size and can be armed by laser-guided

missiles. On the Russian side, Russia has mainly employed smaller and more basic Orlan-10

drones. These drones have smaller dimensions compared to other existing drones and can

carry small bombs.

In addition to the deaths caused by UAVs, the repercussions of these weapons are even

more far-reaching today. This can be seen in the major impact UAVs have on the privacy of

civilians and nations. Additionally, the impact they have in the political arena is also key, as is

currently happening in the United States. Finally, one of the least appreciated, but equally

worrisome repercussions, is the psychological impact that this weaponry has on combat

stress and trauma.

Nowadays, there are numerous types of drones for military use. Among these models, the

most notables are the following:

● TAI Ak Sungur
o Mainly used by Turkish Armed Forces

● Altius-U
o Mainly used by Russian Air Force and Navy

● TAI Anka
o Mainly used by Turkish Air Force

● MQ-20 Avenger (formerly Predator C)
o Mainly used by US Air Force

● Bayraktar Aknc
o Mainly used by Turkish Armed Forces

● Hermes 900



o Mainly used by Israeli Air Force
● Heron TP

o Mainly used by Israel Defense Forces
● Hong Du GJ-11 Sharp Sword

o Mainly used by People’s Liberation Army Air Force (China)
● MQ-1C Gray Eagle

o Mainly used by US Army
● CASC Rainbow (CH-5)

o Mainly used by China

At present, the biggest power in terms of drones with military purposes is the People's

Republic of China. This nation can be considered the largest exporter of armed drones in the

world (Marcus, 2022). China currently has the most powerful drones; within its fleet is the

only military hypersonic drone that can reach speeds of more than 8,600 km/h or Mach 7,

while other drones can only reach speeds of up to Mach 5 (ABC International, 2022). The

aforementioned drone has unimaginable capabilities as it is currently used in the provision

of target data. This is because, thanks to its high speed, it represents a difficult target for the

anti-aircraft missiles of both bases and ships.

Although presently the major military powers are the ones with the most advanced

weapons, also nations with lesser capabilities have these technologies in their navies. For

example, Turkey is currently investing a great deal of effort to become a major power in

terms of military drones.



Figure 3: This figure shows the countries which possess armed UAVs which currently are in service,
and is presented for supporting the text.

The proliferation of this weaponry in recent years has been disproportionate, as

there are now 102 nations that already own these vehicles. Of the 102 nations

mentioned above, 40 already own or have already acquired armed drones. Among

these 40 nations, 27 already have these drones in the service of their respective

armed forces. In addition, 11 nations (Israel, Iraq, Iran, United Kingdom, United

States, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Nigeria, and Pakistan)

have already deployed this weaponry where it has even been used for targeted

assassinations and attacks on civilian populations. Finally, it is estimated that 20

non-governmental organizations own military drones, including armed drones.

Figure 4: This figure presents the nations that have purchased and will receive the most military drones by
2028, and is presented for the purpose of supporting the text visually.

Recent studies have estimated that the global drone market will grow by approximately

$21.01 billion between 2021 and 2025. This means that it will have an annual growth rate of

14.42% during the forecast period. This of course makes it much more attractive for nations

to invest in this field and acquire more armament.



It is because of all these factors that it has been considered vital to bring the proliferation of

UAVs with warfare purposes to the DISEC agenda. It is hoped that treaties will be developed

or modified to address the proliferation of these weapons and that action will be taken to

address this threat to the world's population.

III. Key points of the debate

● The true power of UAVs for military purposes.

● The use of UAVs in today's armed conflicts.

● The implications of UAVs as weaponry in today's society.

● The large increase in the production and use of UAVs for warfare purposes.

● The proliferation and exportation of UAVs for military purposes. 

● Possible control measures towards UAVs for military purposes. 

IV. Guiding questions

1. Does/has your nation own/owned UAVs of any type? If so, how many?

2. Does your nation use UAV technology for any purpose? If so, what is it used for?

3. What regulations does your country have in place regarding UAVs?

4. Has your nation been involved in the development of UAVs for warfare purposes? If

so, why?

5. Does your nation export or import armaments related to UAV technologies? If so, to

or from which nations?

6. Has your country signed international treaties related to the regulation of the

proliferation of weapons with mass destruction capabilities?

7. Has your nation ever suffered from an attack with UAVs or attacked using UAVs?

8. What has been the importance of UAV technology-related weaponry in armed

conflicts in which your country has been involved, if any?

9. What proposals does the delegation have about creating or modifying existing

treaties regarding the proliferation of UAVs with warfare purposes?
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Topic 2: The control of small arms and light weapons for

non-state actors

I. History/Context

Weapons have existed as long as humans have. These were important tools for the origins of

our civilization, where they were used for the purposes of protection from external dangers

and obtaining food resources. Over the years, this purpose has been greatly distorted to the

point where humans have employed them to even harm other human individuals.

It was not until later in history that the civilian population had access to arms against the

government orders to cause what we know today as independence, revolutions or coups of

state. It was for this reason that emerging nations recognized the importance of the civilian

population having access to firearms.

An excellent example of this is the Declaration of Independence of the United States of

America issued on December 15, 1791. In its Amendment number two, it declares the right

to bear arms. "A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the

right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed" (U.S. Constitution, 1791).

This amendment is related to the militias formed by American revolutionaries during the

War of Independence, in which they played a fundamental role in defeating the British

troops. With the triumph of independence, the country developed a new identity in which

the population did not consider the role of an army under the command of the state that

would have the potential to repress the people. It was from this perspective that the best

way to protect the population was to allow civilians to bear arms and, if necessary, to

organise themselves into militias. This amendment of the U.S. Constitution still prevails

today, but in spite of this, and as the years went by, an army was created, which finally

fulfilled the role of protecting civilians.

Although nations such as the United States had legalised the carrying of guns by civilians,

many other nations considered this act counterproductive; therefore, gun contraband began

to be seen for the first time in history. One of the most important examples in history took



place in Mexico. From 1994 to 1996, with the formation of the Zapatista National Liberation

and Popular Revolutionary Armies, the import and illegal entry of weapons increased

exponentially, mainly from the United States, making Mexico the new arms paradise. Many

of these weapons over time have ended up in the hands of the country's cartels and gangs.

The most important events related to the free use of guns date back as far as 1764, where

the first school massacre in the United States is recorded. This was a mass murder provoked

by Native Americans in protest. Since then, numerous attacks by students on their teachers

have been recorded. In 1889, the first mass shooting occurred in a school in the United

States, where numerous students were wounded. Since then, this type of event continues to

happen around the world, causing hundreds of deaths.

Annex to timeline of the world's most relevant school shootings from 1996 to 2019

In the attached annex, you can see a timeline of all mass shootings in schools around the

world from 1996 to 2019. This list shows a total of 138 incidents, not including minor

shootings. All of these incidents were the result of easy access to firearms, including access

given to minors.

II. Current Situation

Annually, between 700,000 and 900,000 small guns and light weapons are created globally,

with over 875 million in circulation. This suggests that there is more than one light weapon

in circulation for every eight individuals on the planet. As a result, the spread of small arms

and light weapons is a global issue that affects all countries, regardless of geopolitics or

economic status. Certain countries play varied roles in the legal and illicit small arms and

light weapons markets: some have major production enterprises, others specialise in

marketing and transporting them, while certain conflict-ridden countries generate demand

for small arms and light weapons. As a result, solutions to this problem must be centred on

fighting it effectively while taking into consideration these various realities.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KjsLHoJWAyRofHbjaKia4S-r8TKqXglW6uOV5jFFaoA/edit?usp=sharing


It is believed that the illicit trade accounts for between 40% and 60% of the global market

for small guns and light weapons. However, given that a portion of authorised weapons

manufacture is diverted to the illegal market, this amount might be substantially higher.

Because they are compact and easy to transport, these weapons are highly appealing to the

clandestine trafficking industry.  Violence is prevalent in the countries with the highest

proportion of illicit weapons, creating a vicious circle: political, social, ethnic, or religious

conflicts generate a demand for weapons, which leads to violent acts, and these violent acts,

in turn, lead to a larger conflict that necessitates more weapons. According to the following

map, countries like the United States, Yemen and Uganda do not require a permit to obtain

guns. Either way, in countries such as Mexico and Guatemala it is quite easy to obtain a gun

through a permit.

Figure 1: This figure presents the right to have handguns around the world and is presented to support the text

Although most of the countries have laws or regulations against it, there is a high rate of

guns and other armaments throughout all countries. This shows the low effectiveness of

regulations that exist today. This is why it is considered urgent to address the disarmament

of non-state actors. A brief example is the constant shootings in the USA which has alarming

statistics. “The Gun Violence Archive has counted at least 356 mass shootings so far this

year, through the first three weeks of July. Of those shootings, 16 involved four or more



fatalities, The group recorded 692 mass shootings last year, with 28 involving four or more

fatalities.” according to New York's time.

It is also important to understand the exports of weapons, here is a chart to analyse. Here,

we can observe that countries such as the United States, Russia, France, China and Germany

are the major exporters of arms and weapons. But where do these weapons go?

Figure 2: This figure presents the nations that exports the most major arms and is presented to support the

text

In Latin America, as many as two thousand guns cross the border daily between the United

States and Mexico, an issue which has greatly contributed to increases in gun violence and

gang violence throughout the continent. It is one of the most impacted continents and the

world's most violent area, thanks in large part to the "iron river" of firearms streaming from

the United States to Latin America and the Caribbean. Criminals in the United States may

easily obtain firearms, and a known criminal may easily pay someone, a "straw buyer", to

buy a firearm for them. The criminal can even acquire weapons from private vendors who



do not have to conduct background checks; known criminals and even terrorists face no

barriers.

Africa also contributes significantly to the problem of illegal small arms trafficking due to the

frequency of hostilities. Around 30 million weapons are now in circulation throughout Africa.

The majority of guns are obtained from private gun owners whose firearms have been lost

or stolen, but many others are obtained via governmental institutions (police, military, and

other government departments). Because of the lack of oversight, many losses and thefts go

unrecorded. The South African government, for example, has taken efforts to limit the

supply of illicit weapons via its airfields and porous borders.

Mass shootings by legal and illegal weapons have occurred on a large scale through the last

decade, especially in countries in which it is a right to own a firearm. The clearest example is

The United States; since the beginning of 2022, the Gun Violence Archive, a non-profit

organisation that monitors shootings in the United States, has reported at least 314 mass

shootings. According to the Archive, gun violence has killed a total of 22,000 individuals in

the United States this year. The first weekend of June saw 13 mass killings, less than 2 weeks

Figure 3: This figure compares the number of mass shootings in the United States of America from 2018 to
present and is presented to support the text.



after a shooter killed 19 children plus two teachers at a school in Uvalde, Texas, which was

the bloodiest gun massacre after Sandy Hook Elementary School in 2012. In comparison to

other nations, the United States has significantly laxer firearm restrictions and rules – the

federal right to own a handgun is even written into the Law via the 2nd Amendment. As a

consequence, firearms are now one of the main causes of mortality for Americans of all

ages, as well as the biggest cause of death for children under the age of 18, according to

Giffords Law Center.

In order to reduce the rates of arms trafficking, legislation must be strengthened and

standardised on the production, transfer and accumulation of small arms and light weapons.

One of the big problems is the variety of regulation of small arms, especially in the face of a

trade that implies a constant transfer between different countries. The Action Network on

Small Arms (IANSA) encourages the adoption of a set of global principles for arms transfers,

based on international law, to close the legal outlets exploited by arms dealers. This would

lead, in theory, to a legal instrument to limit arms traffickers, wherever they operate. In

addition, coordination mechanisms must be established, especially between neighbouring

countries, to strengthen border controls and to facilitate the arrest and punishment of

offenders in the illicit arms trade. Likewise, nations must investigate and punish political

dishonesty, complicity and negligence at border checkpoints, the main entrance for illegal

weapons.

Finally, it is necessary to promote accountability for imports and exports of light weapons in

order to strengthen the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms, which was created in

1992 to monitor the production and transfer of arms from the legal trade. Other initiatives

that aim to have a registry of weapons in the international market could also be promoted.

Likewise, the UN has recommended the effective destruction of surplus weapons seized, in

order to reduce the circulation of weapons and prevent them from passing from formal

trade to illicit trade.



III. Key points of the debate

● Legal and illegal carriage of weapons by civilians

● The consequences of gun carrying by civilians

● Illegal arms traffic across borders

● Measures to control the carrying of weapons by civilians

● Measures to control illegal arms trafficking

● Control measures against illegally armed groups

IV. Guiding questions

1. Are there any illegally armed groups in your nation? If so, which ones are the most

concerning?

2. What are the laws regarding the carrying of firearms by civilians in your nation?

3. What kinds of restrictions are in place on the sale, marketing and use of conventional

weapons in your nation?

4. What protocols or laws have been made to reduce the rates of death by small

firearms in your country?

5. Have there been any recent shootings carried by civilians in your nation?

6. What security measures should Member States take to prevent conventional, legal

weapons getting into the hands of armed criminal groups?
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Final Recommendations: 

● Prepare your interventions before the debate begins! Analyze the ways in which you
can defend your delegation's opinion, find out how they can argue against your
delegation, and identify how to defend those weak points. This will keep you one
step ahead of the delegations. 

● Use your technological resources correctly to provide the debate with visual support
for your arguments through presentations. 

● Analyse your colleagues' debating style and learn from them. 

● Base your arguments on reliable sources to avoid being accused of defamation by
other delegations. 

● Do not limit yourself when it comes to research and make use of all sources you find
relevant. 

● Review parliamentary procedure and language to avoid making mistakes in debate. 

● Do not stress about the situations that occur during the debate; on the contrary, take
advantage of this opportunity to have fun. 

● Never hesitate to intervene, since your delegation's opinion has the same value as
the others. 

● Use dramatic gestures during your interventions to give more sense of ownership to
your arguments. 

● Respect the other delegations, as you may become good friends in the future. 

● Be analytical and take into account as many details as possible during the production
of resolution papers. 

● Employ the right tone when speaking so that your arguments have more power. 

● Apply key concepts and expand your vocabulary to make your interventions more
directly targeted. 

● Consider solutions above all REALISTIC, this will lead the committee to meet its
objective. 

● If you have any doubts, do not hesitate to ask the Chair. 


