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Presidents’ Letter  

 
Dear delegates,  

 

We are Manuela Mejia from Colegio Colombo Británico and Juan Sebastian Peña from 

Colegio Bennett, and this year we have the honour to be your presidents. Even if you 

chose it or fate was in your favour, we want to welcome you to the UNODC committee, 

one of the only committees that can battle against corruption, illegal drugs, crime, 

money laundering, and terrorism. All our lives we have shared a dream - to be the 

change we want to see in the world. That dream over the years made us decide to join 

many Model United Nations as delegates and presidents. We have immersed 

ourselves in this extraordinary world, where we have not only learned countless things 

but where we have begun to form into the adults that we have the dream of becoming. 

Therefore, it is from our experience that we believe these activities are crucial because 

they provide the space where you can develop as more complete beings and bring out 

the wonderful potential that is within each one of you. As your presidents, we hope 

this opportunity will be used to the maximum. 

 

In this model, you will be assuming the role of a nation within the UNODC committee. 

You will have both the power and the responsibility to decide the future of humankind 

regarding drugs, organized crime, and the prevention of terrorism. You will have to 

make important decisions and agreements regarding the specific topics of criminal 

justice systems, drugs, and terrorism.  

 

It is important for you to know that you can reach us for help whenever you need it - 

write us an email, or chat with us, both before and during the model, because that is 

what we are here for. We have been in your position and fully understand your needs, 

worries, and doubts. So, never hesitate to contact us! 

 

It is extremely important that you come prepared to the model, having researched the 

point of view of your nation, prepared some arguments, and be ready to debate as 

soon as we start. Give the best of yourself; you have only three days to show us the 

incredible delegate we know is inside you! As everybody has to learn, and nobody is 

born already knowing everything, if you want to be the best delegate, that we know 

you can be, work for it! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Manuela Mejía and Juan Sebastián Peña 

UNODC Presidents 

 



 

 

Simulation Topic: Organised Crime Prevention in Asia 
 

I. History/Context 
 
The UN has asked countries in the Asia-Pacific region for more collaboration to combat 

transnational organised crime gangs, which have become "more violent and ruthless than 

ever." Some, like the Chinese secret societies “The Triads” or the Japanese “Yakuza”, take 

advantage of globalisation to expand their illicit business beyond national borders. 

 

CHINESE TRIADS 

 

Secret societies were common in China’s history and were often formed to protect the 

interests of their members in a world that was often lawless, violent and unfair.  They would 

help each other and organize their lives so that they had as little to do with whoever was 

ruling the area at the time.  They might do things such as grant loans so that their members 

could set up businesses, almost like a mutual aid society. 

 

The triads originated as a secret organisation that fought to 

overthrow the Manchu people of the Qing dynasty (1644 – 1911) 

who were regarded as foreigners by the mainly Han people in 

the country. The triads arose in China in the early part of the 19th 

Century, and they had many rituals, oaths and secret codes. The 

members of the group regarded themselves as blood brothers 

with a strong sense of loyalty to the organisation.  There is a 

myth about the origin of what was known as the Heaven and 

Earth Society, but it is not clear how this group really started.    

 

Many people joined the society as they saw it as a way to protect themselves from crime in 

the region where they lived. There were secret signs and rituals so that members of the group 

could recognise each other.  The society became an important political force, and even 

formed a successful rebellion in Taiwan. The Heaven and Earth society spread rapidly across 

China, and it became the largest secret society in the country. 

(Image 1: Fandom, 2022) 



 

 

 

When Chinese people started to migrate to North America in the 1850s, the secret society 

members went with them.  They provided a network of social, religious and economic support 

for the workers, who often worked in terrible conditions.  They continued to work to bring 

about the downfall of the Qing dynasty, which finally happened in 1911.  

 

In the early part of the 20th Century, the organisation disintegrated into many different triad 

groups across the country.  These groups turned into violent criminal groups, which had little 

in common with the original purpose of the Heaven and Earth organisation.  When the 

Chinese Communist Party came into power in 1949, many people in these groups fled the 

mainland and went to live in places like Hong Kong and Taiwan. In these places, the triads 

became extremely powerful, and still have a lot of influence; they retain certain old traditions 

and social structures, such as respect for the elderly, and they still use the same initiation rites 

to enter the group. 

 

JAPANESE YAKUZA 

 

The Yakuza or Japanese mafia is a 

criminal organisation with more than 

300 years of history with over 

100,000 members. It is of great 

importance within Japanese society 

in the sense that its integration with 

the political and business system has 

provoked coups and impactful decisions for the system on numerous occasions. 

 

The Yakuza originated in the 17th century during the Edo period, initially inspired by the figure 

of the ancient Samurai. Since ancient times, the Samurai had been servants of the feudal lords 

(Shōgun) of each territory, and they worked as protectors in times of war. But with modern 

times and the unification of the country under a central government, the Samurai were fired 

because they were no longer useful. Therefore, they became mercenaries called "rōnin". 

Later they formed paramilitary groups whose purpose and goal were to serve as protection 

(Image 2: Worldcrunch, 2014) 



 

 

in exchange for food and privileges. Little by little their influence spread, extorting and 

manipulating numerous sectors of society, especially in politics and business. Today they have 

a monopoly on illegal business in Japan. 

 

 

II. Current Situation 

 

CHINESE TRIADS 

The triads are believed to control an empire worth many billions of dollars. The largest and 

most powerful triad, Sun Yee On, is believed to have 40,000 members. The unnamed "Dragon 

Head" of Kong Sun Yee On, was named on Asiaweek's list of the 50 most powerful people in 

Asia. The 14K (十四K) is a triad group based in Hong Kong but active internationally. It is the 

second largest triad group in the world with around 20,000 members split into thirty 

subgroups. 

 

Just like any other segment of society, Hong Kong's Triads have adapted to the internet age. 

Chat apps play an increasing role in recruitment and in keeping members in touch with each 

other. This has caused triad hierarchy to be more decentralised than it was a few decades 

ago.   

 

Revenue sources have also transformed. Smuggling narcotics and running prostitution rings 

are no longer the triads’ primary activities. Instead, they make most of their money by 

smuggling high-demand seafood, including endangered fish, as well as selling counterfeit 

goods online. Some of the more traditional triad operations, such as smuggling cigarettes and 

running gambling dens, remain in place, but with diminished importance. 

 

JAPANESE YAKUZA 

 

Yakuza membership declined after the implementation of the Anti-Boryokudan Act in 1992, 

which resulted in the dissolution of 192 criminal organisations and a reduction in the influence 

of remaining groups; however, their loan-shark activities and other income-producing 



 

 

criminal activities remain significant. There are still approximately 12,300 active Yakuza 

members in Japan as of 2021, although it is possible that there are a lot more members than 

statistics say.  

 

These gangs control many businesses and are engaged in sophisticated gambling and loan 

shark activities.  They also invest heavily in sports and other entertainment, and are involved 

in drugs, money lending, smuggling, and pornography. A report by Japan’s National Police 

Agency says that members of designated gangs numbered 24,100 by the end of 2021, which 

was down 1,800 from the year before. 

(Image 3: Nippon.com, 2021) 

 

The table below from Nippon.com shows Japan’s main gangs and their memberships in 2021. 

 

Membership of the Major Gangs (Japan) 

Name Members Associate Members 

Yamaguchi-gumi 4,000 (+200) 4,500 (+100) 

Kobe Yamaguchi-gumi 510 (-690)  540 (-760) 

Kizuna-kai (former Ninkyō Yamaguchi-gumi) 90 (-140)  140 (-120) 



 

 

Ikeda-gumi 80 110 

Sumiyoshi-kai 2,500 (-100)  1,500 (-100) 

Inagawa-kai 1,900 (-100)  1,200 (-100) 

Created by Nippon.com based on data from the National Police Agency. 

 

Governments around the world must focus on effective ways to curb the violent effects and 

consequences of the operations of these Asian criminal groups. Many of the operations of 

these groups affect not only the local territory but the sovereignty of other nations and violate 

the human rights of many citizens around the globe.  

 

Organisms such as INTERPOL run a project known as AOC (Asian Organised Crime) that works 

to combat these complex and pervasive crime networks. The project provides a forum in 

which law enforcement agencies across the entire globe can share intelligence and 

experience. 

 

III. Key points of the debate  
 

● Effects of Asian criminal groups on society 

● Types of crime associated with Asian criminal groups 

● Strategies to deal with Asian criminal groups 

● The way in which these groups operate in modern times 

● International issues caused by Asian criminal groups 

 

IV. Guiding questions 

 
1. What are the rates of organised crime in your country, and what sort of crimes do 

these criminal groups commit?  

2. What strategies does your government have to deal with organised crime in the 

country? 



 

 

3. What strategies does your government have to stop young people from entering 

organised crime groups? 

4. In what ways has your country been affected by Asian organised crime groups, if any? 

5. What has your country done to help combat organised crime in Asia, if anything? 

6. What should be done to combat organised crime in Asia? 
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Topic 1: Combating post-pandemic drug trafficking around the 

world contributing to regional stability 
 

I. History/Context 

Drug trafficking was actually started by merchants from the United Kingdom during the 19th 

Century; Chinese goods were very important to Britain, but the Chinese did not want any 

British goods in return, demanding to be paid in silver. This was too costly for the British 

companies, so they started to smuggle opium into China and demand payment in silver.  They 

then used this silver to buy the Chinese goods they needed.  

 

From the beginning, opium, heroin, and cocaine became political instruments in the hands of 

the states. These were considered to be miraculous products, but the only thing they did was 

to cause worldwide addiction.  Developed countries, pharmaceutical industries, banks, and 

secret services have all played a role in the spread of drugs and the rise of extensive criminal 

organizations. They have spread from the Opium Wars in China to the birth of the French 

Connection, from the hippie years to the rise of the great drug lords, from Escobar to El Chapo, 

from the Afghan mountains to Wall Street.  

 

Although there were attempts to stop the used of certain substances, such as cannabis, over 

the centuries, the first law against a specific drug was made in the USA in San Francisco against 

the smoking of opium in 1875. Later, many more laws were made, including the prohibition 

of cocaine at the beginning of the 20th Century. With more laws came ever-expanding 

networks of illegal distribution. These networks experienced unprecedented growth during 

the Cold War. In 1970, a third of American soldiers in Vietnam were addicted to heroin. 

President Richard Nixon launched, with a historical speech, the “War on Drugs”. 

 

Through this programme, The United States gave drug trafficking a strong hit, but this 

phenomenon is difficult to eradicate, as it moves, transforms, and adapts. As the drug war 

raged around the world, a new generation of traffickers emerged in the late 1970s, more 

powerful than ever. These criminals sought power as much as wealth. Pablo Escobar of 

Colombia is one of the most famous traffickers from the era. Other big names were Toto Riina 



 

 

in Sicily, Khun Sa in the Golden Triangle, and Félix Gallardo in Mexico. They disrupted the 

political stability of their countries and caused drug trafficking to explode worldwide. They 

challenged the United States, and it took nearly 20 years to organize and develop strategies 

to take down these drug lords.  

 

Today's traffickers have mutated. They are generally less visible, and big names are no longer 

heard so much. Trafficking tends to take root in areas that are out of government control, for 

example in war zones, like Afghanistan, or in isolated parts of Colombia. In Mexico, the cartels 

have caused endless misery and violence, and the police can do little to stop their activity. 

Drug cartels are often heavily involved with local police or even with politicians in South 

America, which makes them even more difficult to combat. 

 

Although many illicit products are trafficked by organized crime groups, drug trafficking is the 

most prominent around the globe, and it has received systematic attention over the last 

decades. There exist three international drug control conventions that regulate a range of 

activities connected to drugs including their production, distribution, commercialization, and 

possession of controlled substances for medical and scientific purposes. These conventions 

are the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, the Convention on Psychotropic 

Substances of 1971, and the United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs 

and Psychotropic Substances of 1988. 

  

These conventions aim to combat drug abuse by coordinated international action. Two forms 

of intervention and control are used that work together. The first one is to limit the 

possession, use, trade in, distribution, import, export, manufacture, and production of drugs 

exclusively for medical and scientific purposes. The second one is combating drug trafficking 

through international cooperation to deter and discourage drug traffickers. 

 

 

II. Current Situation 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic generated a dramatic decrease in the availability of traditional drugs 

and an increase in their prices. It also affected the ability of the authorities to apply the law, 



 

 

and it promoted a change in the modus operandi of the organizations dedicated to drug 

trafficking. 

 

(Image 4: Eurojust 2020) 

 

An International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) report in 2020 highlighted that travel 

restrictions and other distancing measures had resulted in a temporary decrease in the 

availability of drugs around the world with a 

consequent increase in their prices on the illicit 

market. 

 

This had variations depending on the substance; 

for example, there were indications that 

international trafficking in heroin, which is 

mainly transported by land, was affected more 

than trafficking in cocaine, which relies heavily 

on maritime routes. 

(Image 5: ResearchGate, 2016) 

https://www.eurojust.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2021-02/2021_01_drug_trafficking_cases_2016_2020.pdf


 

 

In addition, the INCB report showed that there were indications that the purity of local drug 

supplies had decreased and that adulterants were being used, increasing the rates of 

overdoses and mortality. 

 

“Overdose deaths from illicit drugs (especially fentanyl and methamphetamine) have 

increased in North America and some other regions of the world in the past year. The crisis 

has been exacerbated by the pandemic, which is expected to contribute to increasing numbers 

of people with mental health and substance use disorders, along with corresponding increases 

in depression, anxiety, trauma, and bereavement,” the report reads. 

 

It is said that the decrease in the supply of drugs was temporary because it was also identified 

that the traffickers changed their modus operandi. Thus, an increase in the sale of illegal drugs 

online was detected. “Open web and dark web markets, social media, and online forums are 

playing a more prominent role for consumers to source drugs,” the report said, adding that 

this poses additional challenges to authorities. 

 

Statistics from the INCB global platform for the exchange of intelligence information on 

synthetic opioids and new psychoactive substances show that, at least in regions of Europe, 

of the 3,298 seizures reported in the first five months of 2020, 86% were related to postal 

services, compared to 46 % that had been officially reported by the authorities in 2019. 

 

It was also noted that the capacity of the authorities to deal with these problems has been 

affected. This is because, according to the document, “operational attention has been focused 

on tasks related to the application of physical distancing requirements, border controls and 

the fight against counterfeit medical products, which has caused a reduction in temporary 

availability of law enforcement personnel to investigate these offenses”. 

 

The Annual Report of the INCB of 2022, analysed the world situation regarding illicit drugs 

and separated it by areas. In the next paragraphs you can find the most relevant key points 

and information according to the region your country is part of. However, in the bibliography, 

you can find the report, and there is more information about your specific country and region. 

 



 

 

Africa: 

 

More and more countries in Africa are allowing the cultivation of cannabis for medical or 

scientific purposes. Some of those countries have authorized the use of cannabis for medical 

purposes within their borders, while others allow cultivation solely for medicinal purposes 

from exportation. 

 

It remains difficult to determine the magnitude of drug use in Africa due to the limited 

information and prevalence data available. However, due to demographic changes, the 

number of people who use drugs in Africa is projected to increase by 40% by 2030. 

 

According to the report, the main points in this region are: 

 

a. The number of countries in Africa that allow the cultivation of cannabis for 

medical, scientific, or industrial purposes has increased. Among those countries, 

some allow it solely for export purposes, while others allow the use of cannabis 

for medical purposes within their borders. Three countries in Africa have 

submitted to the Board their projections for the cultivation or use of cannabis for 

medical and scientific purposes for 2022. 

 

b. According to the UNODC, based on current prevalence rates, estimates point to a 

40% increase in drug use in Africa by 2030. This increase is attributed to 

demographic changes that will occur throughout the decade since the population 

is comparatively young and the rate of drug use is higher in youth. In addition, 

Africa's population is projected to grow faster than the other regions. 

 

c. Cocaine trafficking remains a significant problem for Africa, particularly North and 

West Africa, as the region is used as a trans-shipment hub on the route to Europe. 

In 2021, Algeria, Côte d’Ivoire, the Gambia, Morocco, and South Africa reported 

seizures of record amounts of cocaine along trafficking routes from South America. 

Most interceptions occurred at seaports or cargo ships in the territorial waters of 

countries in North and West Africa. 



 

 

Central America and the Caribbean: 

 

The countries of Central America and the Caribbean began to apply the OAS Hemispheric Drug 

Strategy 2020, whose objective is to help member states adapt to new realities, including 

those derived from the COVID-19 pandemic. An increase in home deliveries of illicit drugs in 

the region as a result of mobility restrictions was introduced in response to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

 

According to the report, one of the main novelties in this region is that organized criminal 

groups continue to exploit the subregion of Central America and the Caribbean as a transit 

and re-expedition zone for drug trafficking destined for North America and Europe. During 

the 2020–2021 period, criminal groups quickly adapted their activities as a result of the 

COVID-19 pandemic and the lockdowns that were imposed in its wake. Although their 

responses may have differed from one country to another in the region, it is possible that in 

the long run, the techniques used will give rise to new patterns of illicit drug trafficking, 

distribution, and marketing. 

 

North America: 

 

Families and communities in Canada and the United States continue to be severely impacted 

by the rise in the number of drug overdoses and drug-related deaths, especially those linked 

to synthetic opioids and contaminated stimulants. Cannabis regulation in North America 

continues to move towards the legal regulation of nonmedical use. 

 

The main points according to the report in this region are: 

 

a. Drug overdoses and drug-related deaths in Canada and the United States 

represent a growing public health crisis. The COVID-19 pandemic further 

accelerated the regional overdose crisis, due to increased drug contamination with 

fentanyl and other synthetic opioids and reduced access to treatment and 

prevention services. The worsening of the overdose crisis in these countries has 



 

 

been marked by the increase in the number of deaths related to psychostimulants, 

such as methamphetamine. 

 

b. Changes to cannabis regulations and decriminalization of drug use, in general, 

continue to occur apace in North America. In Mexico and the United States, the 

legal and political landscape regarding the use of cannabis for nonmedical 

purposes has continued to change. In Mexico, new regulations on the use of 

cannabis by adults for nonmedical purposes are being developed, based on a 

decision by the Supreme Court of Justice. 

 

South America 

 

Increased amounts of cocaine and precursors were seized in 2020 and 2021, as organized 

criminal groups increased the size of shipments to offset losses incurred during the early 

months of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Government of Colombia established the legal 

grounds to resume aerial spraying with glyphosate in order to intensify measures to eradicate 

illicit coca bush crops. More governments in the region regulated the cultivation, 

manufacture, and trade of cannabis for medical, scientific, and industrial purposes. 

 

In the 2021 report one of the main novelties was that “In the second year of the COVID-19 

pandemic, many events in South America have been related to the way in which criminal 

groups, institutions in charge of enforcing the law and people who use drugs have been 

affected by restrictions on the movement of people and goods and by stricter border 

surveillance as a result of the pandemic. In addition, the health emergency has increased the 

dominance of criminal organizations in some territories, as well as their role as providers of 

basic services to some marginalized populations: they have even applied public health 

measures to prevent the spread of the virus that government authorities were unable to 

enforce. It has further aggravated the risk of young people with fewer economic resources 

being recruited by organizations of criminal operations and engaging in illegal activities, such 

as illicit cultivation and trafficking of controlled substances.” 

 



 

 

III. Key points of the debate  

 
• Changes in illicit drugs on sale with the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic 

• Legalization, decriminalization, and depenalization of drugs 

• Modus operandi of drug dealers after the COVID-19 pandemic 

• Use of social media in the promotion of the nonmedical use of drugs 

• Means to ensure the proper use of medical drugs such as cannabis 

• Ways to tackle the distribution and sale of illicit drugs around the world 

 

 

IV. Guiding questions 

 
1. Does your country have problems with drug-trafficking? If so, describe some of these 

problems. 

2. What does your country do to combat drug trafficking? 

3. To what extent is the economy of your country affected by drug trafficking? 

4. Does your country believe that the international legalization of drugs can help 

development and/or prevent drug trafficking?  

5. How does drug trafficking prevent or help the development of your country, with 

respect to the sustainable development goals?  
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Topic 2: Jihadist armed groups as a threat to the stability of the 

Central Sahel region 
 

I. History/Context 

 
Throughout history, religion has been a strong force for many communities. Christianity, Islam 

and Judaism all come from the same root, and they all share the same God. However, their 

timeline and beliefs have varied due to historical differences. The word God in Arabic is Allah. 

While Christians believe that God died, then rose on the third day and is still spiritually in the 

world, Muslims believe Allah sent the Prophet Muhammad to work as his messenger, whilst 

Jews believe that a messiah will come to Earth in the future. Indeed, even though these three 

religions share basic foundations, they have different histories. 

 

Inside the Islamic religion, they are different branches, with variations in beliefs and 

traditions. Of these, the Shias and Sunnis were one group that separated in 632 A.D after 

Muhammad’s death, because they could not agree on who should be the new leader. Both 

groups follow the teachings of the Quran, and they lived in relative peace for many years.  

Shias are mainly found in Iran, Iraq, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, and Lebanon. There numbers in the 

world are small.  The Sunnis make up about 85% of the world’s Muslims, and are found in 

Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Libya, the Maldives, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, 

Tajikistan, Turkey, and Uzbekistan.  

 

Terrorist groups have emerged from both Sunni and Shia groups.  The word jihad means 

“struggle” or “effort”.  A jihad can mean one of 3 things: 

 

“Muslims use the word Jihad to describe three different kinds of struggle: 

• A believer's internal struggle to live out the Muslim faith as well as possible 

• The struggle to build a good Muslim society 

• Holy war: the struggle to defend Islam, with force if necessary” (BBC, 2009) 

 

In today’s society, jihad is most commonly regarded as a holy war against enemies of Islam.  

However, in many parts of the world, the jihad has political connotations, and is more to do 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/islamethics/war.shtml


 

 

with ruling territories than protecting the faith.  In recent history, there 

have been 3 main jihadist groups which are regarded as terrorist 

groups by many countries. These are the Taliban, the Islamic State 

(ISIS-K), and Al-Qaeda.  

 

 

Taliban 

The Taliban appeared in Northern Pakistan in 

the early 1990s following the withdrawal of 

Soviet forces from Afghanistan.  It was made 

up of a small group of students and religious 

leaders. They wanted to bring back strict 

Islamic laws in the region, because there was 

chaos in the country after the Russians left. 

However, they imposed such strict religious 

rules in the country, that they often went against the human rights of the people there, 

especially the women. The Taliban took over Afghanistan, were forced out of the country, but 

took over again in recent years. 

 

Al Qaeda   

Al-Qaeda was founded in the late 

1980s by Osama bin Laden; it served 

as a logistical and weapons support 

network for the Muslims who fought 

against the Soviet Union in the Afghan 

War (1978 – 1992).  After the 

withdrawal, al-Qaeda continued to 

oppose what it considered to be corrupt Islamic leaders in other countries.  It is said that one 

of its principal goals was to declare a holy war against the United States.  This was because 

the USA had stationed troops in Saudi Arabia where many of Islam’s holy sites are to be found. 

 



 

 

 

Islamic State 

The Islamic State (also known as ISIS, ISIL, or 

Daesh) arose from what was left of Al-Qaeda 

in 2004 in Iraq, taking advantage of the 

instability of Iraq and Syria at that time.  They 

aim to impose their ideals and become the 

universal leaders of Islam. They tend to 

trespass frontiers without authorization and 

are mainly in Syria and Iraq but can also be 

found in different countries around the world.  The Islamic State managed to take over large 

parts of Syria and Iraq until they were defeated by a US led coalition in 2018. 

 

These groups believe that violence in the name of faith is justified, that in fact it is a duty to 

fight, and that whoever does not join their cause is a bad Muslim. All three groups believe 

that social and political life cannot be separated from religious life, which is in direct contrast 

to the western ideal of the separation of church and state. 

 

Jihadist Groups in Central Sahel 

 

Mali has been in a state of conflict since its independence 

from France in 1960.  There were numerous conflicts, and a 

military dictatorship was in place for 23 years until 1992. The 

Tuareg people of the region want to separate from Mali, and 

in 2012 they took over towns in the north of the country, 

claiming independence.  

 

Islamist groups smuggled money and weapons out of Libya following the West's war against 

Tripoli in 2011. Militants who were expelled from Libya found refuge in the largely 

ungoverned northern regions of Mali. They managed to seize almost a third of the country in 

just two months, not only because of what they obtained in the war, but also because Mali 

has suffered prolonged government neglect, extreme poverty, and distrust in the Malian army 



 

 

due to human rights abuses. The crisis in Mali spills over into its neighbouring countries of 

Niger and Burkina Faso. To find out more about Mali’s current crisis, please read the following 

link: Mali Crisis: A Historical Perspective of the Azawad Movement 

 

    (Image 6: Central Sahel, World Food Programme 2020) 

 

 

II. Current Situation 
 

The north and centre of Mali and neighbouring countries such as Burkina Faso, Algeria, 

Mauritania, and Niger have faced constant threats from jihadist groups, linked to Al-Qaeda 

and the Islamic State, who carry out attacks that have caused the death and forced 

displacement of thousands of civilians and military personnel (from Mali and other United 

Nations members). This happens because the Sahel is an area "of strategic interest" for both 

NATO and belligerent groups. Between January and June 2022, 4,817 deaths have been 

recorded because of this problem.   

 

Mali is a country of enormous size with a key strategic situation in the Sahel, but it is also 

affected by a complex combination of factors of instability: the significant deterioration of 

security in the region; the unfavourable climatic conditions; the desertification of the country; 

water scarcity for crops and livestock; food insecurity; internal insecurity, and electrical power 

problems, among others.  The following are some key events in Mali’s recent history: 

https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/mali-crisis-a-historical-perspective-of-the-azawad-movement/


 

 

January 31, 2022: The Government of Mali, under control of the military after the 

2020 coup, has ordered the expulsion of the French ambassador, Joël Meyer. 

February 2020: Mali's prime minister blames France for wanting to divide Mali's 

territory, accuses French troops of carrying out a massacre in the West African country, and 

instead of eradicating terrorist forces it has economically suffocated and destabilized their 

country.  

February 20, 2022: Since the Ukraine war broke out, its consequences and secondary 

effects have reverberated in the country. The effect of rising commodity prices will vary, 

directly affecting Mali, which is a net food-importing country with few natural resources to 

offset the blow. 

April 23, 2022: The Russian Foreign Ministry declares its support for Mali's efforts, 

pressing for an international investigation into French abuses and massacres in the country. 

July 1, 2022: After 9 years of fighting Jihadist terrorism in Mali, France announces the 

end of operations of the Takuba European military force in Mali where it was fighting jihadism. 

Countries such as Italy, Sweden, Estonia, the Czech Republic, and Denmark contributed to this 

operation. President Macron of France thinks the military junta in Mali obstructs his operation 

and does not share the same government methods to combat violent acts. In addition, the 

Malian military junta has been accused of the following: favouring the Russians; having anti-

Western sentiment; allowing the Russian Wagner mercenary company to exploit the country; 

and supporting the two coups in Bamako in 2020 and 2021.  

July 21, 2022: The Islam and Muslim Support Group claims responsibility for the recent 

attack on the Sevaré military camp, 15 kilometres from Bamako. In Burkina Faso, while at 

least twenty towns are besieged by blocking roads and destroying infrastructure, the Jihadist 

group already has its sights set on reaching the outskirts of Ouagadougou by the end of the 

year.  

October 14, 2022: A bus was blown up in Central Mali with a current death toll of 11. 

It is thought that the explosive device was placed on the road by an extremist group that was 

targeting UN peacekeepers and the Malian army. 



 

 

“The two main ‘jihadist’ coalitions operating across Sahelian countries, the Jama’a Nasrat ul-

Islam wa al-Muslimin (JNIM), an al-Qaeda affiliate based in Mali that also operates in Burkina 

Faso and Niger, and the Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) are now essentially 

competing for the control of different areas.” (D’Amato & Baldaro, 2022) The continuous 

terrorist attacks in Mali and the Central Sahel region (Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso) have had 

severe consequences for the people who live there. It is estimated that there are two million 

internally displaced persons in a region of some 20 million inhabitants and a shortage of food 

in numerous places. "The people of Sebba are eating leaves," said Ulrich Crépin Namfeibona, 

head of mission for Doctors Without Borders in Burkina Faso, on July 28. "If we do nothing in 

the next few days, we could see a catastrophic nutritional crisis." (Rival Times 2022) 

 

If the West abandons Mali, it is probable that the geopolitical vacuum it will leave in the Sahel 

would immediately be occupied by China and Russia. China would do so as an investor, while 

Russia would seek to expand its influence in the region.  

 

 
III. Key points of the debate  

 
● The effects of terrorist groups Al-Qaeda, ISIS, and Taliban  

● Political instability in the Central Sahel region and the emergence of non-state groups 

● Possible ways to stop violence from this type of non-state group 

● The effectiveness of what has been done by the UN in the region 

● Methods to control militant groups in the Central Sahel region and to restore peace 

to the region 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. Guiding questions 

 
1. Which are the most relevant conflicts and consequences that your region has faced 

either internally or on their frontiers due to religion? 



 

 

2. Has your country contributed towards the creation of extreme jihadist groups in any 

way throughout history, either intentionally or unintentionally? 

3. What is your country's current policy with regard to Islamic jihadist groups? 

4. How is your country involved with the problem of jihadist groups in Central Sahel, if 

at all? 

5. Are there any counter-terrorism laws or strategies in your country to assure that this 

type of group doesn't strengthen in power?   

6. According to your country's ideologies, how can problems with jihadist extreme 

groups in Central Sahel be solved? 
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