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Presidents’ Letter  
 

Dear Delegates, 

 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to this year's CCBMUN XX, as well as 

to our committee, SOCHUM. First and foremost, please allow us to introduce 

ourselves: we are Isabella Gallego and Maria Sofía Duque, 10th-grade students 

at Colegio Colombo Británico. Both of us have participated in several models 

serving different roles in which we have acquired numerous tools in order to 

provide you with an enjoyable model and learning experience. We hope that 

this model will be an enriching, one-of-a-kind experience in which you will learn 

something new, regardless of your previous experience with United Nations 

Models. 

 

As your presidents, we look forward to discussing some of the world's most 

pressing issues and guiding you through this process. It is also important to keep 

in mind that you will be representing the political views of your country, not your 

own, and that we expect your actions in the model to reflect that. We also hope 

to see a high level of engagement, with representatives making relevant 

interventions and making clear their position. You should also use your social, 

communication, and research abilities to be able to overcome any obstacles or 

issues that may occur along the way. 

 

Given that we are a mixed school committee, it is possible that many of you are 

rookies, and this is your first model; although it may appear daunting at first, we 

reassure you that the most crucial component is that you try your hardest. We 

both believe that United Nations Models are truly unique in that they allow us 

to become more aware of the world we live in while also developing our social 

skills. We applaud you for taking the initiative to participate in the first place, 

and we anticipate a positive and respectful attitude from you all throughout the 

Model. Note, if you do have any questions about the model, commission guide, 

or anything else, please contact us through our email: sochum@ccbcali.edu.co. 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Isabella Gallego and María Sofía Duque  

SOCHUM Chair 



 

 

Simulation Topic: The Persecution of Linguistic Minorities 
 

I. History/Context 
 
Linguistic minorities have experienced severe discrimination throughout history. This 

discrimination has frequently been related to imperialism and linguistic colonialism. Language 

was frequently used as a justification for persecution and ethnic cleansing by various 

dynasties as a means of achieving and maintaining dominance. Linguistic imperialism was a 

policy that was implemented at a certain point in the mid-twentieth century by every 

developed nation. 

According to Britannica, English has by 

far been the most widely spoken and 

expansive language in the last five 

centuries.   For many years, English 

speakers coexisted with others who 

spoke other colonial tongues such as 

French, Spanish and Portuguese. 

Nevertheless, English eventually 

surpassed the other languages. When 

British expansionism first reached 

Oceania and North America, the most crucial phase of the development of English started.  

That was when several indigenous populations in Britain's lands had the English language 

forced on them.  

 

In order to address what they considered the "Indian issue" in North America, British colonists 

founded boarding schools and strictly enforced an English-only policy, which included 

renaming children. The most antagonistic native tribes were purposefully singled out, and 

children were systematically snatched from their homes and deprived of their cultural 

background. Students who were absorbed into the boarding school system experienced a 

range of atrocities, such as child molestation, indentured servitude, malnutrition, and physical 

assaults. Also, parallel educational facilities could be found in other British colonies, at the 

same time that New Zealand's native Māori people were being subjugated to an education 

(Deccan Herald, 2019) 



 

 

system in which they were frequently harshly punished for using their own dialect. 

 

Linguistic imperialism was practiced in France too. Even more so than the English, the French 

relentlessly pushed monolingualism both inside French boundaries and in overseas 

territories. In an attempt to totally assimilate territories further into French dominion, 

France’s expansion strategy made an effort to completely replace indigenous national 

cultures and languages. The aim was to make French the sole language used in schooling and 

in all life areas. Consequently, as France had several colonies throughout Africa, many native 

African languages whose nations were under the French dominion, were suppressed until 

they gradually vanished. 

 

Linguistic minorities have many benefits in which specific measures can be highlighted in 

various fields that contribute to humanity, such as education, communication, radio, press 

and television, and public service. In many countries, the competence of the sector is assigned 

to different parts of the government, which is distributed among ministers according to how 

the presidency of each country gives it a name. The government is responsible for 

implementing laws and decrees for activities corresponding to the areas of the minister and 

everything implemented is also brought to territories where the linguistic minority is formally 

or informally recognized and transmitted. 

 

 

II. Current Situation 

 

 Over 40% of the roughly 7,000 languages 

spoken in the world are in danger of dying out. 

Languages are dying at a never-before-seen 

rate, and a distinctive view of the world is lost 

as a result. We lose a significant amount of 

cultural legacy, a grasp of how humans interact 

with the world, scientific, and medical 

information, and most importantly, we lose the 

ability to transmit community life with each language that is lost. In other words, we lose the 

(Nation Cymru, 2017) 



 

 

record of centuries of existence. Language extinction is nothing new, as languages are ever-

evolving. However, the rate at which languages are vanishing today is  unprecedented.  

 

Communities that were once independent face great pressure to assimilate with strong 

neighbours, local forces, or invaders, which frequently results in the loss of their own 

languages and even ethnic identity. Economic, social, cultural, religious, political, military, or 

any combination of these pressures can be applied to languages. Since linguistic diversity has 

grown over the course of human history, the peoples that are most directly impacted are 

practically by definition minorities. The native peoples of the Americas, whose numbers are 

decreasing but still speak about 900 of their indigenous languages, the national and tribal 

minorities of Africa, Asia, and Oceania, the disadvantaged European peoples such as the 

Provençals, Irish and Basques, and the tribes of Papua New Guinea, who alone speak up to 

900 languages, are among them.  

 

 

(SIL) 

 

Some claim that language loss promotes understanding between cultures and is a natural 

result of progress. But rather than losing the first language, this objective can be reached by 

learning a second and third language. Language loss is a much more direct result of 

intolerance of diversity, especially when it is used by the dominant against the vulnerable, as 

anthropological linguists have demonstrated in multiple instances. Furthermore, loss is not 

just a matter of perceived identity, language plays a significant role in how people conduct 

their cultural, spiritual, and intellectual lives. This includes everything from welcomes, 

farewells, conversational styles, humour, and methods to speak to children, to rituals, myths, 

rites, poetry, and eloquence. It also includes uncommon names for behaviours, feelings, and 



 

 

habits. If a language is to be preserved after it is gone, all of this must be reformed into the 

new language with new word categories, sounds, and grammatical structures. 

 

The issue of language endangerment has been approached by linguists from two basic angles. 

One has been collaborating with groups all around the world that want to protect their native 

tongues, providing them with technical support for language instruction, language 

preservation, and even language revival initiatives. The alternative strategy has been to 

record modern languages as completely as possible. Effective documentation includes in-

depth recordings of both official and casual language use on video, audio, and in writing.  

 

As much as the vulnerability of these minorities affects the preservation of their language, 

migration has also been part of this language loss, forcing communities to leave everything 

behind and preventing them from enriching their own culture, including their own language. 

Rural residents must deal with a variety of factors that undoubtedly affect how they socialize. 

In particular, younger generations are more exposed to the drastic change that is contributing 

to the loss of their language legacy. 

 

Language Rights 

 

Language rights and linguistic rights are examples of human rights that affect the preferred 

or used languages of state authorities, people, and other entities. The human rights 

associated with language are a collection of legal requirements based on international human 

rights conventions, laws governing how to handle linguistic or minoritarian issues, and laws 

governing the diversity of languages inside a nation. Language rights can be described as a set 

of requirements placed on authorities to refrain from interfering with linguistic choices and 

expressions, or sometimes there is a requirement to acknowledge or support the use of 

minorities' or indigenous peoples' languages. The UN Human Rights Council heard Rita Izsák-

Ndiaye, the Special Rapporteur on minority problems, submit her yearly report, which 

focused on the struggles and rights of linguistic minorities.  She expressed some concerns and 

consequently presented a guide for implementations on language rights. You can find her 

article here: Language rights of linguistic minorities   

 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-minority-issues/language-rights-linguistic-minorities


 

 

“Language is by no means imposed but is adopted and once adopted a language is 

difficult to eliminate from the society until the society decides to change or adopt something 

new due to internal or external factors.” (Chaudry, 2014) 

 

III. Key points of the debate  
 

• Ranking of language minorities in the country 

• The link between language and cultural identity 

• The disappearance of minority languages around the world 

• Importance of respecting the integrity of language minorities within territories 

• Legislation and policies that address linguistic human rights and state a clear form of 

standards and conduct 

• Effective complaint mechanisms to address linguistic human rights issues  

 

IV. Guiding questions 

 
1. Describe any minority languages that are spoken in your country.  How many people 

speak them approximately?  How do they rank among the Endangered Languages of 

UNESCO? 

2. Has there ever been linguistic persecution in your country? What were the solutions 

implemented, if any, to stop this? Could these solutions be applicable in other 

nations?  

3. Are minority languages and cultures considered to be an important part of your 

country’s society, or is it more important that all citizens can communicate in the same 

language? 

4. What has your government done to safeguard and/or promote minority languages in 

the country? 

5. In what ways could minorities be better integrated into society, whilst still preserving 

their language?  
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Topic 1: Non-state Armed Groups in Kashmir Valley 
 

I. History/Context 

 

The Kashmir region is a landlocked region 

in the far north of the Indian 

subcontinent, which is dependent on 

India, Pakistan, and China due to its 

position. With the influence of the three 

neighbouring countries, this area has 

been separated into three territories: the 

Northern Territories and Azad Kashmir 

are located in the northwest and are 

under Pakistan's jurisdiction; Jammu and 

Kashmir, the central and southern 

portions of the region, are part of India; and Aksai Chin and Shaksgam Valley, in the northeast, 

are in China.  

 

Kashmir was a fairly autonomous region until 

the Indian sub-continent was split into two 

countries, India and Pakistan, after the British 

left the region in 1947.  At the time, it was 

mainly Muslim people who lived in the region. 

The Kashmiri rulers had to decide whether to 

ally themselves to one or other of the countries 

but were promised a high level of autonomy.  

Over the years, this autonomy was gradually taken away from the Kashmiri people, leading 

to the current state of unrest that is seen today.  Non-state armed groups (NSAG) undermine 

the peace and stability in the region, due to their inconformity with the current political 

situation.  

 

(Asian Studies, 2016) 

(Tour My India) 



 

 

The NSAG have mainly two divisions of groups that either aim to make Kashmir an 

independent region (Azad Kashmir) or to make it part of Pakistan's territory. The NSAG also 

have various governments, such as Hizb-al-Mujahidin, Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front, 

Jammu Kashmir Islamic Front, Harkat-ul Mujahideen, Al Badr.  These NSAG organizations are 

widely regarded to be terrorist organizations, primarily by the UN, as they are held 

accountable for numerous attacks on Indian and Pakistani soil that have resulted in tens of 

thousands of fatalities, enforced disappearances, and breaches of human rights.  

 

Combat between the armies of India and Pakistan occurred as a result of a sharp uptick in 

conflicts in May 1999, when bombings occurred 

across their shared border.  These events have 

drawn international attention, as they imply 

security issues because of the conflict and a 

number of related systematic human rights 

violations by all parties in Kashmir. This is a fact 

that is frequently ignored, but the dispute in 

Kashmir not only increases the likelihood of 

armed conflicts between India and Pakistan but 

also leads to both sides carrying out summary 

executions and torturing one another. 

 

India has offered assistance in this issue to dissuade the two nations' security forces from 

making arbitrary arrests and punishing entire communities collectively, measures that India 

did not approve of. The Kashmir Valley was the primary source of the militants at the outset 

of the conflict. They battled for independence from India and, in some cases, entry into 

Pakistan with the aid of Pakistan. 

 

The evolving military aspects of the conflict are to blame for the geographic movement from 

the Kashmir Valley to the border regions. Indian troops have highlighted insurgent 

organizations present in Kashmir. The so-called "foreigners" operating in Kashmir beyond the 

Kargil region only number a few hundred at most, but they pose a threat to the peace since 

(Tasnim News, 2021) 



 

 

they have no regard for the local populace and utilize violence in the most severe forms. 

Attacks in these locations are instigated by both Muslims and Hindu Kashmiris. 

 

In retaliation, the Indian Army has conducted cordon and search operations in Muslim areas 

of these districts, arrested young people and imprisoned them, violently attacked other family 

members, and executed suspected militants without trial. Nowadays, there are hardly any 

actual military confrontations between militants and state forces in Srinagar and other valley 

cities. The majority of militant activities in cities have been restricted to grenade or sniper 

attacks and the killing of political figures, government employees, and suspected informants. 

 

 

II. Current Situation 
 

De-facto border violence in Kashmir is reportedly expected to increase in the future, and there 

is a decreasing likelihood that India and Pakistan can reach a bilateral agreement to end the 

dispute, according to a report from the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project 

(ACLED).  

 

The state of Jammu and Kashmir itself is unstable due to ongoing unrest in the Indian and 

Pakistani parts of Kashmir. This happened as a result of the leader, Burhan Wani, who was a 

young man and a representation on social media, passing away. It was said that he was 

“martyred” by Indian military troops, and once the news spread, riots erupted across Kashmir, 

sparking a wave of unrest that left at least 11,000 people hurt and more than 200 civilian 

casualties. 

 

Beginning on August 19, 2016, the Indian government imposed a curfew on Kashmir's 

southern region for more than 42 days. It also revoked Article 370, which gave the right for 

Kashmir to be a semi-autonomous region and brought in the  Jammu and Kashmir 

Reorganisation Act of 2019. The Indian government was attacked by Pakistan for this action 

because it violated the human rights of Kashmiri civilians. Due to the tensions created 

between the two nations, the NSAG in the area had another opportunity to breach the laws 

of peace and security.  



 

 

The likelihood that peace will be achieved in this region has been reduced by the Indian 

government. India has prioritized increasing its grip on Kashmir while advancing pro-India 

policy. It has allowed thousands of Hindu refugees into the area, giving them land and jobs, 

and this has upset the mainly Muslim population. One of the justifications cited to utilize the 

blockade to expand operations to suppress militancy and strengthen intelligence gathering 

was Covid. 

 

Faced with all of this, Pakistan reacted by challenging the bilateral cease-fire deal with India 

since its criticisms were always aimed at bringing attention to India's alleged violations of 

human rights in Kashmir in international diplomatic forums. Both nations utilize militarized 

tactics and methods to put an end to the conflict from their own perspectives, but these 

procedures have only led to further disputes, making peace and a resolution of the conflict 

improbable in the foreseeable future. 

 

Indian-Administered Kashmir: The bombing on India’s security forces by Jaish-e-Mohammed.  

 

The National Investigation Agency 

(NIA), which is part of India, has 

accused Pakistan of carrying out a 

deadly bombing on a security convoy in 

Kashmir but on Indian soil. This attack, 

which took place on February 14, 2019, 

left 40 paramilitary policemen dead 

and sparked air confrontations 

between India and Pakistan. The extremist organization Jaish-e-Mohammed, which has its 

base in Pakistan, was held responsible for the events.  

 

India has long held Pakistan accountable for hosting militants on its territory and funding the 

insurgency in the predominately Muslim region of Kashmir. These charges against Pakistan 

have been denied by India. 

 

● The violation of human rights by non-state armed groups.   

(The Indian Express, 2019) 



 

 

 

The government forces of this region have committed serious human rights violations, such 

as wrongful killings, forced disappearances, torture, molestation, and other acts in Kashmir, 

which is administered by India. This region has been the source of several acts of violence that 

have been documented. These violations of human rights by the security forces in Kashmir 

are highly serious since the perpetrators of these violations are not held accountable as they 

should be, thereby rendering them immune from prosecution for the crimes of which they 

are accused. 

 

Pakistan-Administered Kashmir: 

 

● The recruitment and deployment of minors by Jaish-e-Mohammed, Lashkar-e-Tayyiba 

and Hizbul Mujahideen.  

 

Recruitment is handled by Jaish-e-Mohammed, Lashkar-e-Tayyiba (LeT), and Hizbul 

Mujahideen, and one of the most popular methods is through a current LeT member, family, 

mosque, or madrasa, speech and/or family. The Pakistani army has saved children who have 

been recruited on several occasions. When others were receiving training to become 

terrorists, a number of young individuals from these groups were rescued at the camps in 

2009 while they were washing dishes. These children who were recruited had been abducted 

from their homes and made to adhere to Islamist philosophy by being told that waging a 

violent jihad was a sacred obligation.  

 

Because the families are kept aware of the entire process the children are going through while 

being nurtured and supported by these organizations, they are able to persuade the families 

that leaving the children in their care is the right decision.  Without stopping to consider, 

these organizations can continue to expand and raise funds to promote extremism. 

 

● The violation of human rights by non-state armed groups.    

 

In the Kashmir region of Pakistan, militant organizations have frequently attacked the media. 

Their rights have obviously been violated. Although the press is required to stay out of any 



 

 

domestic disputes in a country, there is little respect for the press in this region. Press freedom 

organizations have condemned multiple instances of attacks and repression of those chosen 

to cover events in this area.  Muheet ul Aslam was assaulted by members of the Central 

Reserve Police Force in Srinagar while covering a news story on the funeral of a civilian who 

died after being run over by a reserve police force truck. Muheet ul Aslam was one of many 

journalists who have been attacked. 

 

The effects on citizens in the region have been great.  The Indian government has cut internet 

access and curtailed freedom of speech.  In March 2021, all government workers in the region 

had to present the contents of their social media accounts to the police.  Public gatherings 

are not allowed, and people cannot move freely within the region. The Indian police in the 

region are often accused of human rights atrocities, and the Kashmiri people in the Valley feel 

that their identity has been taken away from them.  The revocation of Article 370 in 2019 

caused widespread disturbances, and non-state actors continue to fight against what they see 

as the injustices that have been imposed upon them by the Indian government. 

 

 

III. Key points of the debate  

 
● The revocation of Article 370 by the Indian government in Kashmir 

● Tensions between Pakistan and India due to the Kashmir situation 

● The recruitment and deployment of minors by NSAGs in the region 

● The abduction and forced disappearances by non-state armed groups in Kashmir 

● Human rights violations by the police in the region 

● Lack of autonomy for Kashmiri people in the region 

 

IV. Guiding questions 

 
1. What influence does the existence of the NSAG and state forces in Kashmir have on 

the region's daily activities? 

2. What is the long-term harm that the NSAGs in Kashmir present to the Kashmiri 

people? 



 

 

3. Has your country had to deal with NSAGs?  If so, what actions did it take to protect 

its citizens? 

4. What is your country’s stance on the revocation of Article 370 in the Kashmir Valley, 

if any? 

5. Does your nation provide any support to the Kashmiri people? If so, what does it do 

to help them? 

6. Does your nation support the idea of an independent Kashmir? What benefits could it 

bring to the Kashmiris?  

7. What is your country’s stance with regard to the current problems in the Kashmir 

Valley? 
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Topic 2: Human Rights for Prisoners 
 

I. History/Context 

 
Many cultures did not have a prison system in the past.  People who committed crimes would 

be punished in different ways, for example, by tying them in public places to be ridiculed or 

through capital punishments. Prisoners were also transported to other lands, for example, 

British criminals were sent to Australia.  Until the 18th Century prisons were mainly used to 

put people who owed money; they were released when they had paid their debts.  The idea 

of correctional facilities started in Europe and spread to the rest of the world as empires 

expanded.  Early prisons were harsh and unsanitary, and prisoners were often kept in solitary 

confinement. 

 

Prison inmates endured harsh conditions before the 1950s. Prisoners were frequently 

chained and caged in places like closets and basements. Inmates with mental illnesses were 

housed with other inmates without access to medical care. Despite the fact that mental 

asylums were first founded in the 19th century, circumstances for inmates often did not 

improve for decades. Following a string of riots and demonstrations, the UN adopted the 

Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners in 1955, which improved 

circumstances for both offenders and prisoners. 

 

Gradually the idea spread of rehabilitating prisoners so that they could be released back into 

society.  If they worked hard, studied, and showed good conduct, their sentences would be 

diminished. Prisoners were given access to training for jobs and psychological support, the 

idea being that these prisoners would not return to criminal behaviour once they left prison. 

Despite these high ideals, prisons remained violent and dangerous places, and they were 

often underfunded so rehabilitation programmes could not be carried out properly, if at all. 

 

BRIEF HISTORIC TIMELINE 

1949 - The Third Geneva Convention, which supersedes the 1929 original, establishes the 

definition of prisoners of war and guarantees their rights, including the right to humane  



 

 

treatment. This outlaws various forms of violence and torture. 

 

1987- The Human Rights Watch Prison Project is established. The Project seeks to bring the 

issue of jail conditions around the world to the attention of the global community. The Project 

evaluates jail conditions in each nation using the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the 

Treatment of Prisoners.  

 

1987 - The Committee for the Prevention of Torture is established, and the European 

Convention for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment is ratified.  

 

1990 - The General Assembly passes Resolution 45/111, outlining the fundamental rules for 

treating prisoners. 

 

2006 - The Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture is established with the entry into force of 

the Optional Protocol against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment.  

 

 2015 - The General Assembly's 70th session publishes the United Nations Standard Minimum 

Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (The Mandela Rules). 

 

 

II. Current Situation 
 

“The Eighth Amendment to the United States Constitution states: “Excessive bail shall not be 

required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.” This 

amendment prohibits the federal government from imposing unduly harsh penalties on 

criminal defendants, either as the price for obtaining pretrial release or as punishment for 

crime after conviction.” (National Constitution Center) 

 



 

 

Why should our taxes be used to pay for a killer's meal? Many nations disregard the human 

rights of their captives because of this approach. Many detainees have been subjected to 

harsh and inhumane treatment as a result. However, all people should have the same legal 

rights, regardless of their sex, age, race, history or nationality. 

 

Depending on the country, jail conditions vary greatly around the world. Facilities are 

sometimes limited in prisons, especially those in developing countries. Prison staff members 

can be corrupt, which frequently has an impact on prisoners' human rights, in both developed 

and developing countries. 

Psychological, sexual and 

physical abuse of prisoners is 

more frequent in countries 

which have to confront a variety 

of problems such as economic 

issues, continuous conflicts, 

epidemics, etc. 

 

A key component of efforts to uphold peace and security, public safety, and respect for 

human rights is the provision of prison services that respect human dignity and operate in 

accordance with international norms and standards. Sadly, thousands of prisoners are denied 

various human rights each day in prisons all 

around the world. These infractions and denials 

include the right to life, which is violated when 

inmates are unjustly slain by other inmates, 

prison guards, or because of the conditions of 

the prison, as well as instances of prison torture 

that violate the Fifth Article of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights.  

 

High degrees of official secrecy in several nations encouraged the public's propensity to 

overlook jail atrocities. Prison administrators try to hide even the most serious abuses from 

(Guantánamo Bay: Mail Online, 2014) 

Women’s Prison in Alabama (Talk Poverty, 2016) 



 

 

the public by forbidding human rights organisations, journalists, and other outside observers 

into their facilities. Additionally, a handful of nations forbid any outside investigation of 

conditions while refusing to reveal even the most basic information about their jails, including 

the inmate count. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) was forbidden from 

giving inmates even the most basic humanitarian supplies in some of the most extreme 

situations, such as those in China and Cuba. 

 

Prisoners become totally reliant on prison services for all of their everyday requirements as a 

result of being imprisoned. In order to respect, safeguard, and uphold the human rights of 

prisoners, prisons have a specific duty of care to do so. Due to prisons' closed character, public 

monitoring is essential in this area. Prisons frequently lack the resources necessary to meet 

even the most basic demands. This is one type of abuse. Authorities frequently struggle to 

provide for the convicts' most basic and essential necessities. Budgets for maintaining, 

constructing, or renovating prison infrastructure are either extremely limited or do not take 

into account designs that support a safe, humane, and healthy prison environment. Weak ties 

with the public health system frequently result in increased mortality and the prevalence of 

illnesses. 

 

Overcrowding, insufficient staff training, 

excessive solitary confinement, unsafe 

facilities, mistreatment of mentally ill 

prisoners, policies that erode family ties, a 

climate of disdain between staff and inmates, 

and lax accountability of guards are some of 

the issues that prisons face. Given these 

circumstances, it is not surprising that 

violence occurs in jails, which is regarded as 

another type of abuse. Without a dependable process for reporting violence, inmates 

frequently endure gang rape, gang violence, excessive force by personnel, and rape by other 

prisoners and staff. Sometimes the same employees who handle complaints against inmates 

abuse them. The public may only be aware of a small portion of the number of convicts that 

(El Salvador prison: BBC, 2020) 



 

 

experience rape and assault due to the lack of accurate measurements of prison violence and 

the inability to consistently follow trends in prison violence. 

 

Most of the worst abuses are brought on by overcrowding.  In Madagascar, jails with a 

reported total capacity of 12,000 were overcrowded with more than 20,000 inmates. Smaller 

pre-trial detention facilities are frequently where the issue is most severe because there, in 

many nations, inmates are crowded together with no room to move or stretch out. It was 

necessary for inmates to tie themselves to the cell bars in order to sleep in some Brazilian 

police cells, where a sizable fraction of the nation's 180,000 or so detainees were housed. 

Inmates frequently endured prolonged stays in these awful conditions in Brazil, as well as 

many other nations. 

 

Many nations, like the United States, 

Mexico, Russia, and the United Kingdom, 

still employ jails from the nineteenth 

century, which require ongoing 

administration. However, even many 

modern facilities suffer significantly from a 

lack of maintenance.  

 

 

Another set of issues was brought about by the proliferation of "super-maximum" security 

prisons. In the United States, where legislators and state prison administrators persevered in 

their politically popular search for more "austere" prison conditions, the super-maximum 

model first predominated, and was increasingly adopted by other nations. Prisoners housed 

in these facilities endure intense social isolation, forced inactivity, and incredibly constrained 

recreational and educational options, often spending an average of 23 hours a day in their 

cells. 

(Liverpool jail, UK : BBC, 2017) 



 

 

Inmates are discouraged from successfully 

re-entering society when prison 

conditions are violent. Pat Nolan, an 

American politician and lawyer, worked 

on the National Commission to End Jail 

Rape as well as the US Commission on 

Prison Safety and Abuse in an effort to 

reduce violence in prison. The Justice 

Fellowship supports the changes 

recommended in the Commission on 

Safety and Abuse's 2006 report, such as 

lowering overcrowding, enhancing productive and rehabilitative programs, and putting in 

place laws that improve offenders' ties to their families and thereby encourage better 

behaviour. The compilation of national statistics on prison violence and mechanisms to hold 

jail employees accountable will both prevent abuse. The Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) 

of 2003, which created the National Prison Rape Elimination Commission, was vigorously 

backed by the Justice Fellowship. These reforms are designed to help restore safety and 

fairness in US prisons. 

 

Nelson Mandela was imprisoned in South Africa for 27 years, often under brutal conditions.  

He campaigned tirelessly for better treatment of prisoners, and eventually became the 

president of the country.  The United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of 

Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules) is a set of 120 rules that aim to protect the rights of 

prisoners.   

 

Today, many prisoners still suffer inhumane treatment around the world, and greater efforts 

need to be made to ensure that prisoners’ human rights are upheld, whatever the crime they 

have committed.  You can find a link to these rules at the following link: https://documents-

dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N15/443/41/PDF/N1544341.pdf?OpenElement 

 

 

 

(Solitary confinement: Salón, 2017) 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N15/443/41/PDF/N1544341.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N15/443/41/PDF/N1544341.pdf?OpenElement


 

 

III. Key points of the debate  

 
● Violation of human rights of the imprisoned 

● Improvement of monitoring within prisons 

● Mandatory compliance with Article 5 of the United Nations human rights treaty  

● Enhancing productive and rehabilitative programmes for the imprisoned 

● Mandatory compliance of nations towards The General Assembly's 70th session 

publishes the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners 

(The Mandela Rules).   

 

 

IV. Guiding questions 

 
1. What rights do prisoners have in your country, if any? 

2. Does your country have any regulations for the treatment of prisoners? 

3. Are there any ongoing accusations of abuse or non-compliance in any prisons in your 

country? 

4. Does your country have any type of organization that monitors abuse situations 

within prisons? 

5. What should be done to ensure that prisoners around the world have their basic 

human rights met? 

6. What needs to be done in your country to improve the human rights of prisoners? 

7. What does your country do, or how could it help improve conditions for prisoners 

around the world. 
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